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EVAR: are we going too far? 

1. Off-label use 

2. Small aneurysms 

3. Very short life expectancy 

 



EVAR: are we going too far? 

1.  Off-label use – anatomy (proximal neck) 

       





6m follow-up 
After re-intervention 

with placement of 

proximal cuff to SMA 

and bil renal chimneys 



6m follow-up 



Schanzer, Circulation 2011 
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2.  Small aneurysms  

 

4.9cm 

70y man morbidly obese 

Asymptomatic AAA 4.9cm 

Essentially juxtarenal 

Serious technical  

 complications during EVAR 

Converted to open repair 

Died 48hrs post-op 





Average rupture risk per year: 
 

 1.0% in male pts with AAA 5.0-5.9cm 

 3.9% in females with AAA of same size (4x) 

 

 14.1% in males with AAA 6.0cm or larger 

 22.3% in females with AAA of that size 



EVAR: are we going too far? 

3.  Short life expectancy  

      <6 months 
     (many pts are clearly better off left alone, regardless 

      of aneurysm size…) 



EVAR Evolution:  
it has increasingly become – mostly – 

a question of how to treat but only 

rarely whether repair is the best 

course of action for a given patient in 

his/her proper clinical context 



Take-Home Messages 

EVAR is great indeed, and getting better 

BUT… 

It’s only great when anatomy is favorable 

and devices are used on label! 
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And these 2 valuable Rx options ought to 

be considered more often than they are: 

   - Open surgical repair (for medically fit patients) 

   - No repair 
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